MINUTES of June 24, 2004 (Origins) GRD Board Meeting.

Meeting called to order 5:09 PM

Attending: Steve Nicewarner, Gabriel ‘Mondo’ Vega, Jim Crocker, Dave Wallace, Linda Ross-Mansfield, James McGraw, Rob Placer

MOTION: wave the reading of the minutes by Jim C, 2) Dave Wallace, PASSED by acclimation.

COMMITTEE REPORTS: 

Benefits (Rob Placer): 

Wiz Kids has been discussing the possibility of making co-op dollars available for movie screen advertising. Waiting on results of TV commercial testing.

Eagle Games said they would consider co-operative advertising on a case-by-case basis direct with retailers.

Decipher Games is preparing a tape for retailers to tag for TV commercials.

Uber-Play would like to make co-op for print ads available through distributors.

Suggestion made to commission an ‘advertising’ chapter of the Retailer’s Handbook. No volunteers at this time.

Dave Wallace would like to try to implement a branded signage program for GRD members, possibly with iconic artwork from Jon Kovalic or similar. Manufacturers have expressed interest. This would require significant commitment form GAMA web gurus.

Dave Wallace made a request for a credit card processing FAQ and tips for negotiating credit card rates.

International (Linda):

American/Canadian customs paperwork tips should be prepped and listed on the web site, as fines and prosecution for mistakes are on the rise! 

Linda reminded GAMA to forward names of non-US attendees of GTS to her for contact.

Organizational Guidelines: 

GAMA’s restructuring plans put any action by this committee on hold. We await GAMA’s revision of their own bylaws before preparing new guidelines for our division.

GAMA By-Laws Task Force (GAMA committee, Gabriel Vega member): 

Mondo participated in discussions of the new bylaws, but no conclusions were reached as of the meeting, and most of the discussion occurred among members on their private mailing list.

New Business: NONE

Old Business: NONE

Chairman’s Report: Steve reported that the GAMA elections resulted in a new lsate of officers:

Chairman: Don Perrin (Perrin Miniatures)

Vice Chair: Doug Ferguson (Pokemon USA)

Treasurer: Ryan Dancey (Organized Play)

Secretary: Brian Dalrymple (Retailer)

Members at Large: Mark McKinnon (Guardians of Order), Will Niebling (Mayfair Games), Phil Lacefield (Reaper), Martin Stever (Freelancer)

Report from GAMA: Anthony Galella reported that Origins has gone smoothly so far: Up 42% from last year’s EOD count by 1:00 PM, with much higher ‘conversion’ from single to weekend passes than previous year.

GTS: The contracts with the Riviera are in place through 2010, with special protections for the show built in.

John Phythion reported that GAMA is developing GAMA-themed TV commercials for retailer tagging that would be provided to GRD members free of charge. Product placement from manufacturers would support the project.

An idea for a ‘GAMEBUS’, traveling bus with hobby games that targets teachers and students is in development.

MOTION: Adjourn, by Dave Wallace, 2-Gabriel Vega, PASSED by acclimation.

