GAMA Retail Division GTS 2005 Member Meeting.

Meeting Called to Order 8:10 PM

Acting Chairman Gabriel ‘Mondo’ Vega

Officers Present: Linda Ross-Mansfield

Jim Crocker, Dave Wallace

Motion WAIVE Meeting of minutes Jim Crocker, 2) Dave Wallace

PASSED by acclamation.

REPORTS: Steve Nicewarner, Chairman’s Report, below:

Greetings,
 
 First of all, I need to apologize for not delivering this report personally.  As many of you know, Cerebral Hobbies was a dealer at a local convention this past weekend which, among other things, prevented me from flying out to Las Vegas for the show and the GRD Annual Meeting. I
 have asked Gabriel Vega to chair the meeting in my absence, and I am sure he is doing a fine job.
 
 I had originally intended for the Chairman’s report to continue with tradition and focus on what the GRD accomplished, and what it did not over the past year. Unfortunately, events within GAMA overshadowed just about anything the GRD did or could have done during the past year. Indeed, those events struck at the very core essence of the organization and continue to have ramifications to this day. This is not the place to go into details, but any member of the 2004 GRD Board would be happy to report to our members what transpired.
 
 Instead, I want to focus on what I have learned over the past year as GRD Chairman:
 
Retailers are the driving force and visionaries of GAMA; over the past year, I have had the privilege of chairing a board of fine retailers and excellent people. I am honored to serve as their, and your, Chairman this past year, and I thank each and every one of them for their service. If any of them decide to run again for a position in the GRD hierarchy, the membership would be well served by their reelection.
 
Moreover, I am constantly struck by the vision and passion that retailers have both for the business of adventure games and the business of retailing. You are the driving force behind GAMA, and our industry as a whole, whether the other members realize it or not. It was a
pleasure and a privilege to serve the membership this past year as Chairman.
 
 GAMA is a manufacturer’s trade organization: The other major revelation for me this past year is that GAMA is, and almost certainly always will be a manufacturer’s trade organization. Retailers will always be secondary partners of the manufacturers as long as they remain a part of GAMA. I do not begrudge them this – it is their organization and they have the right to run it as they see fit. It needs to be a cornerstone of GRD philosophy, however, that GAMA is run for the manufacturers, not the retailers. That is the manufacturers’ loss.
 
 Ultimately, the Retail Division needs to determine what path it needs to tread just as the manufacturers are starting to choose their own path. I hope that these brief points of advice, and possibly wisdom, will allow the membership and the GRD Board that follows us to chose that path wisely.
 
 Again, thank you for the privilege of serving as your Chairman.

-Steve Nicewarner, read by Mondo Vega.
Mondo reported that GAMA approved a Health Insurance program for all members, to be overseen by Marcello Figuroa.

Linda: Seminar Track: 100% panels happening and presenters presenting. Seminars have been very well-attended. Trey will present feedback info for 

Biran Guenther; Mentor Program: Program in place, ‘holding our own’, difficulties with GAMA web stuff, mentor program not involved in ‘Mentor Booth’.

Mondo agreed to contact Anthony regarding communication on Mentor Program.

International Committee: Linda ‘heads-up’ to not ship stuff to Canada marked as gift. Cedes ownership of the product to the shipper. For rules and regs: ccra.gov.ca for regulations on export.

BYLAWS of GAMA proper will come to a vote within 30 days per Marcus.

ELECTIONS:

Jim Crocker, presiding over election for chairman.


Chairman

Gabriel Vega, nominated by Chris Schorb


Nomination closed by Marcus King, 2- Jim Crocker, Acclamation

ELECTED by acclamation

Mondo Vega, resuming chair of meeting.

-Mission statement by Mondo. (Include text)


Vice Chairman

Nominations: Laurel King 2-Linda RM

Close: Scott Thorne, 2-Michael C., Acclamation.

ELECTED by Acclamation

Interruption for NEW BUSINESS to discuss Health Insurance.

Marcello Figuroa: Left industry for the insurance program. GAMA membership as filled out by GRD allows for a large enough group to allow for group insurance.

‘Assurant Affinity’ umbrella policy that combines trade associations. ‘Game Industry as DAY JOB.’

Target date of May 1st for GAMA Membership, web page that links from GAMA Web Page. Includes Health, Life, and Disability, includes HSA Account access. GAMA will issue membership information.


Secretary

Nominations: Jim Crocker by Linda RM, 2-Marcus King

Close-Kelli Wallace 2-Scott Thorne, Acclamation

ELECTED by Acclamation


Directors

Nominations:

Kelli Wallace by Laurel King 2-Marcus King

Dave Wallace by Chris Schorb, 2-Laurel king

Chris Schorb DECLINE

Rob Moses by Marcus King, 2-Jim Crocker

Scotte Thorne by Linda RM, 2-Kelli Wallace

Jason Zara by Jeff Abramson 2-Chris Schorb

Matt Ashland by Jeremy Mueller 2-Chris Schorb

Brian Guenther DECLINE

Linda R-M by Brian Dalrymple 2-John Mansfield

Close by Marcus King 2-Laurel, Acclamation

RESULTS: Kelly Wallace, Dave Wallace, Rob Moses, Jason Zara elected by ballot.

New Business: Chris Schorb requested ABACUS-style document for the Game Industry, and suggested this may be something the GRD could help coordinate.

Report from Anthony Galella on new projects.

Dave Wallace: Signage Program, manufacturers on board, new member benefit.

New Employee training manuals for gaming genres.

GAMA sign-ups, no mailing?

Motion to close-  Mondo, 2-Scott Thorne, 

CLOSED by Acclamation, 9:30 PM

Retailers in Attendance:

Rob North


Pair A Dice Games

Gordon Jahnsen

Sentry Box

Chris Schorb


Third Planet

Jason Zara


Knightly Games

Mick Gulaski


Toy Soldier

Brain Aherne


Game Castle

Jeremy Mueller

Gamers Solution

David Wheeler

Dragon’s Lair (PROXY to Jeremy Mueller)

Gary Mockus


Comics Plus (PROXY to Brian Aherne)

Chris Powell


Lone Star Comics (PROXY to Mick Gulaski)

Brian Guenther

Diversified Games

Jess Abramson

Rainy Day Games

Matt Ashland


Matt’s Cavalcade of Comics

Lionel Ruland


BAD MOO Games

Scott Thorne


Castle Perilous

Kevin Mayfield

Game Empire

Jeff Thompson

BFG Paintball/Virtual magic Games

Robert Moses


Chimera Hobby, INC

Pat Henry


Titan Games & Comics, INC

Kelli Wallace


Fantasy Shop

Laurel King


Titan Games

James Crocker


Modern Myths, LLC

Tony Lakas


Danger Room

Linda Ross-Masfield

Pendragon Games & Hobbies

Jason Schneiderman

Pandemonium Books & Games

David Lavender

Discordia Games

Gabriel Vega


Name of the Game

George Harrison

Ancient Wonders

Michael Kochkodin

KCM Enterprises

Brian Dalrymple

Dragon’s Lair Games

